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Last week marked the conclusion
of the 2015 California Women’s
Championship where Stephanie
Lau, who will be attending
Northwestern University in the fall,
came out on top with a three day
total of 213, even par for the
tournament. Lau played very
consistent golf with scores of 7072-71. Close behind her, finishing
in second place, was defending
champion, Sara Banke. After the
first two rounds with scores of 7675, Banke came out on the last day
firing a three under par 68, but was not enough to catch Lau. The 20th Annual California
Women’s Championship was played over three days, July 13-15, at the Ojai Valley Inn
Golf Club in Ojai, California.
The world-class Ojai Country Club was one of the first great golf courses in
Southern California. Designed and originally built in 1923 under the direction of George
C. Thomas, Jr. and Billy Bell, the course was hailed as "a marvel of golfing
architecture." The champion had this to say about Ojai Country Club, “Ojai Golf Club
was an excellent venue and such a beautiful resort. The course was in great condition
and had subtle challenges that I had to pay close attention to. Tee shots on this course
were vital for me since some of the holes had some daunting looks from the tee box.” In
1999, this luxury golf resort reintroduced the "Lost Holes." Two original golf holes
designed by George C. Thomas, Jr. in 1923 were lost when the course was redesigned
following WWII. These two holes have been restored and brought back within their
original layout.
The idea for the California Women's State Championship was born in January of
1994 at the USGA Annual Meeting. It was felt that a State Championship would provide
a "true women's Champion" from the state of California.
In 1995, five of the Women's Golf Associations in California, consisting of the Pacific
Women's Golf Association, San Diego County Women's Golf Association, Women's
Golf Association of Northern California, Women's Public Links Golf Association and the
Women's Southern California Golf Association, began orchestrating the Championship.
Money to sponsor the tournament was and continues to be provided by three of these
associations (PWGA, WGANC and WSCGA) with two representatives from each
forming the CWC Committee.
The dream became a reality in July of l996 with the first Championship being
held at Torrey Pines Golf Course in San Diego, California.

The format has remained consistent since that first tournament, 54 holes of
individual stroke play. The competition is scheduled in July each year so players of high
school and college age can participate. Eligibility requirements are that a player be a
female of any age, a California resident for at least 6 months of the year and have a
USGA handicap index of no greater than 10.4.
After round one, the leaderboard was tight with 10 ladies at 75 or better with
Stephanie Lau and Holly Bare in front with opening rounds of one under par, 70. But for
the final two rounds, nobody could catch Lau. She led the field by 6 shots at the end of
the week. She had this to say regarding the championship, “This was my first time
playing the California Women’s championship and it was a lot of fun. I did not know
what to expect, but once I arrived, I really enjoyed playing with the women there as they
all have such big hearts for golf including the staff on all the associations as well as the
rules officials. It was an honor for me to just be able to meet them. That whole week, I
was feeling confident in my iron game and putting so I felt like I could play aggressive
on some holes. My dad was also on the bag which was a lot of fun, He was super vital
to my win that week as he helped me stay positive and pay attention to details so I am
incredibly thankful for him being there by my side the whole way. The win was not just
mine, but he played a big role in it.”
Also, the California Women's Championship not only produces a State Champion
in amateur stroke play competition but also determines representatives for the State of
California in the biennial USGA
Women's
State
Team
Championship. This year’s team
was
announced
at
the
championship. Lynne Cowan, of
Rocklin, Sara Banke, of Danville,
and Caryn Wilson, of Mission Hills,
will be representing California in the
USGA Women’s State Team
Championship! Good luck ladies,
and we can’t wait to follow you
when you tee it up in Missouri this
September!

